CHAPTER 15

How to Handle God’s House on Earth

Text
1 Cor. 3:9 For we are God'’s fellow workers; you
are God'’s field, you are God'’s building.

1 Cor. 3:16-17 " Do you not know that you are the
temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you? " If anyone defiles the temple of God, God
will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy,
which temple you are.

Memory Verse
Gal. 6:7 (NIV) Do not be deceived: God cannot be
mocked. A man reaps what he sows.

Introduction

When the Bible talks about “God’s house on
earth”, itis not talking about a physical building. It
is talking about you and me.

God through Paul told the Corinthians: “You are
God’s building” (1 Cor. 3:9). God lives in His
people through the Holy Spirit.

If anyone tries to mess up God’s dwelling place,
He takes it seriously. This place is sacred - set
apart for Him alone. Another word for “house”
here is “temple”.
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Presentation

1. What God’s House Is Built With

(1) The seed is the teaching of Jesus (Luke 8:11).
Wherever people believe and receive His Word,
God makes His home there. God and His Word
are not separate (John 1:1; 6:63).

(2) No one can manufacture the materials for
God’s house on earth (1 Cor. 15:50).

You cannot build a temple for God with human
ideas, traditions, or rituals. If you try, God calls it
idolatry (Acts 17:16, 24-25).

Only what comes from Him - His Word and Spirit -
can build His house.

2. Two Ways to Keep God’s House From Falling
Apart

This is about feeding your spirit and your body
with the right food.

(1) The right spiritual food (John 6:57-58).

The right diet is the teaching of Christ as passed
down by His apostles (John 17:14, 20-21; 1 John
1:1-4). If you skip this - either out of ignorance or
rebellion - you cut yourself off from Christ (2 John
9-11; Rom. 8:9, 14; Col. 2:18-19).
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Anything less than the teaching of Christ is
breaking God’s covenant for this era. That is what
the Bible calls sin (1 John 3:4; Rom. 1:16-17).

(2) The right physical food (Gen. 1:29).

God made your body from the dust, but He
breathed life into it (Gen. 2:7). His original design
was for man to eat plants (Gen. 1:29). In a fallen
world, He permitted meat (Gen. 9:3).

We should seek God’s heart in all things. He
delights not in the blood of bulls, lambs and goats
(Isa. 1:11), nor in “sacrifice” (Hos. 6:6) - ‘sacrifice’
meaning ‘to slay or kill’. Jesus’s death put an end
to sacrifice. They shall not hurt nor destroy in His
holy mountain:

Isa. 65:25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
The lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall

be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My holy mountain,” Says the Lord.

There is nothing unclean for us, for all things are
sanctified by the Word of God and prayer (1 Ti.
4:4), but we should aim in all things to please
God, and not to cause our brother to offend.

Rom. 14:21 (KJV) It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to
drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother
stumbleth, or is offended, oris made weak.
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1 Cor. 8:13 (KJV) Wherefore, if meat make my brother
to offend, | will eat no flesh while the world standeth,
lest | make my brother to offend.

Whatever your diet, the goal is to steward your
body as God’s temple, and to eat with
thanksgiving (1 Cor. 10:31, 1 Tim. 4:4). The body
works best on whole, living foods - foods with
living cells that it can easily absorb and use for
fuel. Bible teachers need to start teaching about
body health too. God and your soul live in this
body to do His work. If you neglect the body, you
cannot serve well in spirit and soul (1 Thess. 5:23;
3 John 2).

3. Suicide and Assisted Suicide Are Not
Allowed

Your body is not yours to destroy (1 Cor. 7:23;
6:19). Taking your own life, or asking someone
else to kill you, goes against God’s design. Your
body is His house, and it is also the house in
which you live.

4. Burial is the Biblical Pattern

Scripture shows burial as the pattern of honour
(Gen 23:4), and Ezekiel 37 shows God’s power
over bones. Yet God is not limited by how a body
returns to dust (Gen. 3:19). Whether by earth,
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sea, or fire, He knows every person (Ps. 139:16)
and will raise each one at His word (John 5:28).
Our hope is not in how we are buried, but in Who
buried death for us.

Conclusion

God cares more about keeping you healthy than
about constantly healing you from preventable
problems. He wants you healthy in spirit, soul,
and body (1 Thess. 5:23). Do not be ignorant and
neglect your body, then run to God only for
healing miracles. Take care of the temple. ltis
where God does His work and where you carry
out His mission of reaching people and making
disciples.

Evaluation Questions & Answers

1. Apart from the Word of God, what other
materials can we use for building a dwelling
place for our God on earth?

* Nothing else. The Word of Christ is the seed.
Only what comes from God builds His house.
Human ideas and efforts do not count.
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2. What kind of building materials are needed for
maintenance of God’s house on earth?

* The teachings of Christ for your spirit, and
raw, plant-based foods for your body. Both are
needed for a healthy temple.

3. What did we refer to as ‘the right physical
food’in our lesson?

*  Whole living foods with living cells - foods that
nourish the body the way God designed it in
Gen. 1:29.

4. What body condition can warrant God to
permit ‘assisted suicide’?

* According to this lesson, none. The Bible
teaches that the body belongs to God, and
neither suicide nor assisted suicide is
permissible.

Prayer

Father, thank You for this lesson. Give us wisdom
to keep our bodies as Your temple - holy, healthy,
and ready for You to use us in reaching people
and making disciples. Amen.
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